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research on political marketing and campaigning’ (p. 9). Whether an academic text can (or
should) compete in a market where the consultants themselves write extensively about their own
work is questionable. However the book is presented, the content is unambiguously academic.
The editors argue that political marketing research is a logical extension of the more familiar
study of electoral behaviour. As they put it, our understanding of the ‘outputs’ of elections (the
results) are limited if we don’t study campaigning in great detail. The editors’ desire in the book’s
Introduction to pay due respect to electoral behaviour research is not helped by their inability to
spell Paul Lazarsfeld’s name. Generally, though, the scholarship in the book is of a high standard
– thoroughly researched and well presented. A range of American electoral contests, from local to
gubernatorial and national elections for executive and legislative oﬃce are surveyed. Scholars
new to the ﬁeld will ﬁnd valuable reviews of the political marketing literature and a range of
innovative methodological approaches to consider. Stephen K. Medvic’s interviews with
consultants provide interesting insights into voter priming strategies. The topics of other
chapters range from time allocation on the part of legislative candidates to the way interest
groups allocate resources. If there is a concentration of intellectual eﬀort in the book, it is in
understanding the way that candidates, consultants and the media respond to crises and scandals.
These chapters tap into the growing literature on the ways in which political actors deal with
unexpected or random events. When it comes to measuring the eﬀectiveness of campaign
techniques, the familiar methods of electoral behaviour research (those dreaded outputs) are
applied. The usual disclaimers about coherence and quality in edited volumes apply here. The
marketing ethos leeches into the text itself, with interruptions to promote the good works of The
Haworth Press.
WAYNE ERRINGTON
Australian National University
 2009 Wayne Errington
Thomas G. Weiss, What’s Wrong with the United Nations and How to Fix it (Cambridge: Polity
Press, 2009), xxþ 292 pp., £14.99, ISBN 9780745642987
This wide ranging book examines the problems facing the operation and potential reform of the
United Nations (UN). This is an especially timely book given the activism of former Secretary
General Koﬁ Annan and the mixed outcomes of the UN reform process that culminated in the
2005World Summit. Professor Thomas G. Weiss, as a long standing observer of the politics of the
UN, is in a formidable position to cast a critical eye over the problems facing the contemporary
operation of the UN and oﬀer some practical suggestions as to how these problems can be
overcome. The book combines a good level of theoretical and normative reﬂection with a keen eye
on the historical and organisational dynamics of UN politics. The book takes a multifaceted view
of the problems facing the UN and goes beyond the obvious problems like recent US ambivalence
to the UN and examines a range of structural and policy failings of the UN.
The book presents a particularly interesting argument in terms of being organised clearly on
themes of problems and solutions. The book is divided into two parts with the ﬁrst part
comprising four chapters covering four themes of problems facing the UN and the second part
oﬀer four chapters of ‘palliatives’ to these problems. The four problems examined by Weiss are:
the impact of sovereignty and narrow conceptions of national interest, the unproductive and
anachronistic nature of the North-South divide in UN deliberations, the decentralised and
dysfunctional nature of UN agencies and, lastly, problems in the bureaucracy and leadership of
the UN. So, rather than focusing chapters upon speciﬁc issue areas like human rights or
development, the book focuses upon these four themes and then brings various issues to bear on
that theme. For instance in the chapter on the decentralised and ‘feudal’ nature of UN agencies,
Weiss draws on the unproductive and often bizarre overlap of diﬀerent UN agencies by looking
at issues such as the way they fought over responsibility for Internally Displaced Persons in the
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1990s. In this chapter he also looks at the problems stemming from the inter agency politics in
regards to issues like human rights, institutions for women and sustainable development. This is a
novel way of approaching the issue of the problems facing the UN and while sometimes the array
of issues covered in each chapter did threaten to overwhelm the reader, it did enable the
signiﬁcance of the problems to sink in.
The book is also interesting because the author is clearly agonising over the prospects of the
UN in the twenty-ﬁrst century. Weiss clearly identiﬁes with internationalists who argue for the
indispensability of the UN and who want to strengthen it. However, Weiss also has a pragmatic
and realistic instinct than permeates the whole book. This pragmatism comes through in the
detailed and speciﬁc palliatives advanced in the second part of the book but also comes through
in the conclusion, where the author weighs pragmatism and reality with optimism for far reaching
change of the UN to enable it to face the security and humanitarian challenges of the
contemporary period. In particular, Weiss considers the contrast that pragmatism has created
piecemeal and deﬁcient global governance but that serious arguments for stronger forms of world
government advocated by previous generations of internationalists have disappeared. While this
claim is insightful and important in the context of the book, it is certainly the case that more
needs to be said by the author as to how we can restart serious discussion of stronger forms of
governance and government in world politics. Overall this is an impressive and thought
provoking contribution to one of the most vexing – and important – issues in world politics.
STEVEN SLAUGHTER
Deakin University
 2009 Steven Slaughter
Political Theory and Methodology
Christine Althaus, Calculating Political Risk (Sydney: University of New South Wales Press,
2008), 304 pp., $44.95, ISBN 9781921410536
Catherine Althaus’ book, Calculating Political Risk, is an ambitious project to understand
political decision making. The book begins with deﬁning risk and introducing the central
distinction between risk identiﬁcation and risk management. This is followed by the
presentation of quantitative results from an interview study with politicians, advisers, party
oﬃcials, bureaucrats and media commentators and three case studies to highlight diﬀerent
decision making strategies of politicians. The examples are planning strategies of Australian
politicians, the management of Mad Cow Disease by Major in Britain and the response of
Bush junior to the Attack of 9/11. In a ﬁnal chapter, she summarises the results and develops
further perspectives.
Starting from the assumption that ‘political risk is there every day’ (p. 10) Althaus
examines ‘political risk calculation’ by seeking to answer a set of questions: ‘How do political
actors decide whether something is politically risky? If political risk calculation can be
characterised as successful or failed, what is it that guides this judgment? What lessons can be
learned in risk identiﬁcation and management that might guide assessment and understanding
of risk calculation as it occurs in the political context?’ (pp. 10–11). She lines out that the
political sphere is a speciﬁc domain in which politicians make decisions in their own
rationality, which can only be understood from their perspective as political risk calculation.
Central for the political logic is that ‘politicians must frame their decision making according
to electoral impacts and vote-changing issues if they are to gain and/or retain political power.
The imperative to secure votes means that politicians need to always be cognisant of the
mood of their electorate’ (p. 53). Althaus narrows her approach to decision making of
political leaders. ‘Political risk analysis elevates political judgement to the forefront of analysis
and marks out an individual politician – usually the leader – as playing a primary role in the
success of failure of a policy’.
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